
SIIY persons WIIO had in fact nursed for three years, 
‘* \vllethcr  trailled i u  hospital or not,” h a d  been engaged in 
nursing  the  sick for three years, might  take  advantage of 
rcgistration.  provided  tlmt  their  cre~lentials ancl testimonials 
were satisfactory, to the Registratioq Board appointcc1 by 
the Association. That  woul(1, of coursc,  account for a large 
number of persons tming on the register who monlrl avail 
thcmsclvcs of that  opportunity of being  registcrstl, althotpjl 
not  traiued  in an hospitcll. That  is  in  entire collco~dtal1ce 
with  previous  prccetlcnts. I have l ooked  at  the clcutists 
register, antl I lind tha t  w l ~ c n  the  dentists  rcgister was 

dcntristy for a certain  period, bcfore the passing of 
formed those persons who I ~ n t l  been, de facto, practising 

the Act, \\we al lowed t o  lllace their names 011 the 
register, stating  the number o f  years they  llad been 
engaged  in  practice, Yon must comnIcnce a register  in 
that may, aut1 i t  will, of  course, have a certain  period of 
grace, after which the  propcr  qnalification  will be effective. 
It i s  quite possible-I do not kuo\v that  it  is so, but  it  is 
quite possible that  many of those  to  whom m y  lenrned 
friend has referred arc the rimes of young women who 
had heen put o n  the  register  having  satisfietl the Iicpistra- 
tion Boarcl of their ch:w:acter, antl  that  they have cla frtcto 

years. ’lYlen, nry lortls, n?y lenmed  friend says; I‘ Oh, why 
b e e n  eugnged in  nursing the sick during :L pcriod of tllree 

don’t you put  at  thc 11e:atl of t he  rcgister  that  you don’t 
answer for thc  conlpetenec of  your nurscs. If you  put ;l.t 
the  top of your lis(; that  you do not :ins\ver for tlre coml)e- 
tence of your nurses therc will be :an entl of our objection.” 

what \VC do. We do put a t  the head !of the register 
But, my 1e:arned friend h a s  not observed  that thRt. is eslctly 

in  the preface to  the book, the following  stste1ncnt:- 
“In accordauce  with the  suggestion mncle by the Select 
Committee of the IXouse of  Lords appinted  to  inquire  into 
the Metropolitan  Hospitttls,  the  RegiJtration Board wishcs 
most  distinctly to state  that  it  cannot answer for the 
technical knowledge of  :any rcgistered nurse, nor for the 
nature of the  training which she has  received, but  that 
every  hospital  must, of necessity, be held responsiblc for 
the credcntials  which it  has issued,  and upon \vhich t h e  
Registration Board is  compelled to rely.” That seenls to  

friend says our registriLtion would be rentlercd 
me to be a perfectly  fair  statement. If my  learned 

valueless if me put   a t  t h e  head that we do not answer 
for the  qualificatior~s of  the nurses, I say th:Lt \se 

technical Irnowledge or competence of  ally  nurse, th:at 
distinctly  point  out  t.hat we cannot be ansrvcrable for t h e  

these  hospitals  that  give  certificates  must be  :Lnswemble 
thelnselves, if they  desire those certificatcs t o  be treated as a 

that  the person l ~ a s  been in the  hospital  for n certain 
testimonial of competence. But me merely  record  the  fact 

period of time. Let  them  (the  hospitals)  frame  their 
certificates  in  any  \\,ay  they ple1Lse. It is perfectly open 
to  them,  in  any  proper  case when they  cannot  honestly 
give a certificate of competence, t o  withhold  the c.ertificatc. 

t o  those ~vho are nlost  qualified, as well as to  those w h o  
But if they do give  certificates  in one form,  which  npply 

public are obliged t o  confide  or  rely o n  these certificates 
are least  qualified,  then  they  cannot  complain if the 

which they  give.  My  learned  friend has said,  and  with 
wry great  truth,  that  there i s  a. great  dlfference  in nurses. 
1 shall  not  dwell  any  more on that point, because it is one 
as to which there is  no  difference of opinion  between us. My 
Ieamed  friend spoke of his  views of a Royal  Charter and 
of  what would b e  the  ultimate effect of establishing a 
liegister  like  this, and he warned  your  lordships of  the 
consequences,  illustrating  and  supporting  his  observations 
by citing the evidence of some of the witnesses who gave 
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